Refugee Week 2012 Initiative

A Refugee Week initiative, aimed at improving the plight of local asylum seekers, was launched on 20th June at King Cross Library, Halifax by Refugee Forum Calderdale.  The project invites people living in West Yorkshire to condemn the harsher aspects of the reporting regime imposed on asylum seekers sent to live here by the UK Border Agency.

People seeking asylum in the UK are expected to prove that they have a well-founded fear of persecution in their homeland because of their race, religion, nationality, political views or membership of a particular social group. On arrival in the UK, they are interviewed immediately by the UK Border Agency which is part of the Home Office. The Border Agency decides where to send them, initiates subsistence payments and starts to examine their claim more fully.  If it becomes apparent at this stage that disclosure during the initial interview was less than full or that there are discrepancies, this will greatly reduce the chance of a successful outcome to the asylum claim.  This is unfortunate in a context in which many asylum seekers withhold information because they have learnt to fear state officials and/or are worried for the family and friends they have left behind. 
Once an application for asylum has been refused at appeal level, the subsistence payments come to an end and the claimant loses his or her home. Until they are deported or manage to put together a second, successful application, unsuccessful asylum seekers are destitute, denied paid employment and completely dependent on others for food and shelter. Nevertheless, those whom the Border Agency have dispersed to West Yorkshire are expected to present themselves at the Home Office Reporting Centre at Waterside Court, Kirkstall Road, Leeds, normally on a weekly basis so that the Agency can keep track of them.  They have to travel to Leeds without any state help.  They may remain in this situation for months or even years, as even the Home Office recognises that it may not be possible to return people to the country they came from.
Refugee Forum Calderdale deplores the harshness of the current reporting regime because it targets destitute people and makes their already very difficult position even worse. The Forum is confident that in a civilised society, such an inhumane policy does not reflect the wish of the host community. Its Refugee Week initiative provides members of that community with the chance to express their resistance to the oppression experienced by “failed” asylum seekers by signing a declaration condemning the policy. The declarations will be forwarded to the Home Secretary as evidence that people favour a more compassionate approach. 

The Forum is keen to involve local churches in the initiative and is very grateful for the support it has already received from the Parish of the Good Shepherd, Mytholmroyd which has a proud tradition of responding to the needs of asylum seekers in Calderdale.

Readers who would like to participate in the project are asked to cut out the Declaration printed below, complete it and post it to Refugee Forum Calderdale, St Augustine’s Centre, Hanson Lane, Halifax HX1 5PG. 
For further details, please telephone Daniel Russell on 07786 593924 or email him at danielr@gn.apc.org
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Submitted by Linda Oswin, Hollins Lodge, Butts Green Lane, Halifax HX2 7SW  Tel: 01422 360140  Email: oswinlma2@btinternet.com

DECLARATION





We believe that as people living in West Yorkshire, it is our responsibility to resist unjust hardship inflicted by our government on asylum seekers in our community.  We condemn the Home Office policy which forces unsuccessful asylum seekers to report at their own expense to the Home Office Reporting Centre at Waterside Court, Leeds as it deepens the destitution in which they live. 





Name    …………………………………………………………….





Address …………………………………………………………….





              …………………………………………………………..





              ……………………………………………………………





Signed ……………………………………………………………….





Date    ………………………………………




















Date    ………………………………………………………………




















