
 

2015 is a special year for beacon as we cele-

brate our 10th Year anniversary. Our main 

event is 26th September at Kala Sangam, but 

we’re also planning a special volunteer 

‘Thank You’ event 

around Christmas. 

We’ll also be issuing a bumper edition of our annual 

report, so watch this space! 

It has been a busy few months at BEACON as we 

prepare to celebrate our 10 year anniversary 

whilst managing a general increase in demand on 

all of our projects. 

Much is changing in the refugee sector and Brad-

ford in particular is experiencing high levels of new 

arrivals. 

  Fairness not Fares Campaign: 
Many organisations, including BEACON, were involved in the campaign 

against the new Home Office rule which forces asylum seekers to travel to 

Liverpool if they want to submit new evidence for their case. What's more, 

there won't be any help for those who can't afford to do 

this. Unfortunately the rule was brought in on 30th March. BEACON works 

with many people who are in the process of gathering evidence for a fresh 

claim. We were touched by the generosity of one individual who recently 

sent BEACON a donation for the cost of a coach ticket to Liverpool. The 

campaign continues at http://www.refugee-action.org.uk/actnow 

All in it together: 

Members of a church in Shipley bring food items every Sunday for desti-

tute asylum seekers. Every two months, when the cupboard is full, these 

are collected by the Red Cross in Bradford to make up food parcels for 

their regular drop-in. The young volunteer who collects them was so struck 

by what this church is doing that he spoke to the Imam at his local mosque, 

and now they also collect food items that are sent to the Red Cross. It 

shows that though Christians and Muslims may have different beliefs, we 

can work together for those in need and sometimes can inspire each other.  

17
th

 June:  

Walk for Justice 
Our annual sponsored walk 
from Bradford City Hall to the 
Home Office in Leeds. Join us 
to raise awareness around 
asylum seeker issues and 
funds for BEACON! 
Find out more: 

http://beaconbradford.org/wfj 
 

20th June: 

International 

Refugee Day 

Festival 
Carlton Bolling School: a free 

festival celebrating refugees’ 

contribution to the city of 

Bradford. 11am-3pm. Contact 

us for more information. 

 

26th September: 

10th Anniversary 

Celebration 
A day of sharing food and 
thoughts on the work of 
BEACON, with Rev Dr Inderjit 
Bhogal. Entertainment and 
activities throughout the day. 
All welcome. 
10.30am —3.30pm, Kala 
Sangam 
 

BEACON Spring Briefing 2015      

Working to address the needs of those seeking sanctuary in Bradford 

“Welcome the Stranger” 

32, Merton Road, Bradford, BD7 1RE 

www.beaconbradford.org    |   01274 727525    |    beacon@beaconbradford.org 

Turn over for 

 updates on our 

projects! 

http://beaconbradford.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=15663ec32d5e0cd9e209bbcb8&id=758a20ee6b&e=b39977d235
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http://beaconbradford.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=15663ec32d5e0cd9e209bbcb8&id=c37e5becf1&e=b39977d235


 

 

Hosting 

We're currently hosting three 
women and one man in 
volunteer households around 
Bradford. Very encouragingly our 
hosting coordinator is just 

completing the process of approving 4 new households 
which means our capacity to house destitute asylum 
seekers will increase this year. As ever, we’re always 
looking to recruit more households to host so do get in 
touch, contact Will Sutcliffe: 
host.beacon@yahoo.com 
07505 053149 

 

CHAT:  

Care and 

Hospitality 

at Thornbury 

CHAT Phoenix House 
In February & March alone we served 
over 350 hot drinks and have been able 
to offer some useful signposting 
information to those we meet. We’re 
running 2-3 days a week, and have a 
strong team of new and long-term 
volunteers. We’re always looking for 
more volunteers so please do get in 
touch if you’re interested!  

 

CHAT English Club 

is also going from strength to strength, 
with a record 21 students attending 
our last session before Easter! Of the 
students registered, 20 are asylum 
seekers and 14 are refugees or other 
migrants of other backgrounds. Our 
weekly class has around 14 students a 
week. Recently we’ve covered topics 
such as cities, life in Bradford, the 
weather, spring and now gardening. 
Each topic is linked to a trip: we visited 
Bradford Industrial Museum to 
conclude our ‘cities’ topic and are going 
to Bradford Community Environmental 
Project’s community garden. 

McKenzie Friends 

As legal aid becomes more difficult to access, so the de-

mand on our service is increasing. Since October 2014 

we have 7 on-going cases, 22 new referrals and have 

seen 20 clients to offer informed, non-legal support 

with their cases. March this year has been our busiest 

month with 9 referrals. In January/February of this year 

we trained some excellent new volunteers, but we’re 

always looking for more! Our next training days are 15th 

& 29th May, please get in touch for more information. 

 

 

 

Project Updates 

CHAT English Club at Bradford Industrial Museum in February 

Volunteer With BEACON! 
We are always looking for volunteers 

to get involved in our projects, help 

fundraise or help out in the office. If 

you would like to give some time to 

support the work of BEACON visit 

http://beaconbradford.org/volunteer 

Or call 01274 727 525 

We’re raising funds so we can continue our 
work supporting some of the most vulnerable 
people in the UK.  Check out our page to see 
how your contribution could help make a great 
difference:           

www.localgiving.com/BEACON 

http://beaconbradford.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=15663ec32d5e0cd9e209bbcb8&id=95acb4b712&e=b39977d235

